Godmanchester Baptist Church

Annual Review of 2020
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| will give thanks to you, Lord,
with all my heart;
| will tell of all your wonderful deeds.
Psalm 9:1

godmanchesterbaptist.org



2020 has been a year of great change for all of us in all sorts of ways and in the midst of that we celebrated a
significant change in our team at GBC wibamiel was appointed as our Lead Pastor.
Peter Nodding, our moderator, writes,
GLY 2dz2NJ RAaOdzaaAzya a | [ SFRSNAKALI ¢SIFY RdzZNAy3
should be considered as Lead Pastor. In the previbusohths since John Smith had retired, Daniel had
grown in his leadership and, as moderator, | had observed that Daniel had abilities over and above his
excellent youth minister gifts. The leadership agreed that we could not waIOSHIELS allowed us ®
hold normal church meetings, and the BU provided helpful guidelines about how we could still complete
the process. During June and July the church shared together, praying and asking important questions,
YR 5FyAStQa Ol yRARL (i dids saidh & joylinkieh M \aBsknvere evénsigya A R S N
O2dzy SR G2 (1y2s GKIFG adzOK I fINBS YIlI22Nwmdie KIR F
t F&ad2Nwé

Daniel Beckett

Daniel writes,

a1 Stt2 SGHSNEB2YS IyR St02YS (2 GKAa &SkNRa | yydz
It was a real privilege to be called to be Lead Pastor here at Godmanchester Baptist Church in the last
year. It wasn't the most straight forward year for this to happen but in the whole process | felt very clearly

that God was calling me to the role. Agtdiscernment process went on, | found myself becoming very
excited about all that | felt that God had in store for the church in the coming months and years.

This year has been very different for us in our personal lives and this has also been #seacaserch.
We have been forced to do things differently. By doing things in a different way, | believe that we have
learnt how to be church in new and creative ways.

While we have done things differently, we have wanted to keep the reasons for whatthe ghone. We
want to encainter God ourselves and w&nt our communities to encounter Him as well.

One of the forced changes has been that throughout most of the year our building has had to be shut.
What this has meant is that church, in the fehse of the word, has opened up in many places: in each of
our homes.

In 2020 we have said goodbye to friends and family members. It has been even more tough than it might
KIS 0SSy a ¢S KFE@SyQi 0SSy |0ofS 2folteilikeS,NI (2 3¢
their faithful service to Him, and that we knew them.

As you read through this review you will see the many ways that church has been expressed and the
places that God has been present, as we have done things differently in virtuahaoteé ways, in

LJIS2 L) SUa RIe& (G2 RIFEe fA@Sas gKSy LIS2LX S KI @S aK2¢
communities



As Daniel has said, 2020 has been a year where we have really missed the freedom to gather together
physically with family,rfends, neighbours, community groups and our church farvilg.have also had to

FRILI G2 GKS OKFfftSy3aSa 27F RI Wedréoghise h& atdintes tfiaBha®d S NE  F
brought frustration, disappointment, loneliness, excessive demamdgme and energy, and sadnefar

some the impact on emotional webeing, physical health, work situations and education has been far

reaching.

| 26 SOSNE AG KIFa Ffa2 oSSy  @SINIgKSYy ¢S KI @S 1y2¢
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have found new ways of doing things in our families, our waakces, our communities and at GB@e have

found that many of us have been able to use giits, skills, creativity and time to do things differently and

this has brought blessing to us and to others.

Our Annual Review of 2020 is inevitably very different from previous ydgarsontent and layout, but we
hope it brings a glimpse of God abik in our lives and the life of our church throughout this unusual year.

The priorities in March 2020,
when we needed to stop
gathering together in the
building, were to make sure
we could continue to
worship God and learn
together, that we could
continue to care for each
other and that we could
develop new ways of
reaching out to our
community in ministry and
mission.

Our brilliant tech team

stepped up to the challenge

and have made it possible

for usto tune in to our

Sunday Morning Celebration

broadcast at 10.30am each

week on our YouTube

channel As the level of restrictions have varied during the year, this has sometimes beeacpreed and

sometimes the broadcast has been live from the WorshignaA

lan Heaton has written the following account of 2020 from the perspective of the Sound and Visuals Team!
G2 KFEG  @SFENE SKK HawnH {2YS GKAy3a INB 2daAad a2
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of things has been a lot of fun but also quite challenging.
2 500S KIR OF YSNI a A yuniokudately Kudzhdd te righa hildd rdioadBastigg? &
on the internet (they were analogue, not digital). When the building was first closed d@A®Cwve
were suddenly stuck with having to adapt very a&trtunately we happened to have an adaptér.
This adapter took our dodgy analogue signal and made it into an even more dodgy digital one. It did sort
2F @g2N] X odzi ¢S | yoStart avek Syfingiihk first lockddwhRhe Ktalddbie cameras
OLYS R2sy FyR RAIAGEE 2ySa 68yl ddd ¢KSNBQa | o
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Euros each. | thought that must be about a fifth of their original price so we bought four. A few weeks
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later one camera decided not to talk to us on the network so we tried to get a replacement. The place that
a2t R AU RARY Qiave tsla @bindl-Wheén we fhalli didlogalie one, we were quoted £1095
Fa Iy aSYyR @F GKMWY HIKSORINREIA Y LINROS Ydzald KI @S
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a God thing that we gotthem socheq@g S Q@S a1 dz0]1 6AGKQaKBNBESY Oh Y&HNI &
I

@2dz R2 KI LISy G2 KF@S | &ALJI NB 5 t29 Lt OFYSNI
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HX2 is a cracker! Doutbel NNBf A GK | ydzYoSNH 2dz LINRPOlF o6f & | f 2
R2y Qi GKAY1 GKS | - u cthéyipdibably just thdught if RuEed 0. bvioysk, i K A y =

with suchgood acronyms as PTZ and NIX2 they had to be fitted imsiehow. Anyway, back to the
plot...

T

Mission Control

The video setup we have now is very different to the one we had this time lagtweavere only able to

re-use some of the cable and camera bracketserything else is different baurprisingly little of it is

ySégd LGQa | o6Ad0 2F F KIFIANR o0Slad sAlGK f20a 2F RA
weeks of persuasion to get all the bits to talk to each othdzy ¥ 2 NIidzy' | 4 St 83X GKS@& ada
same language and we have ended up with squashed video or, as happened once, audio that decided to
go off in a sulk as soon as we started broadcasting (after haviope@ted during the sound check).

Some of our gear is quite old too. Just before theigpehurch meeting in February, the fan bearings in

0KS O02YLlzi SNJ INF LIKAO&a OF NR RSOARSR (UKS&8QR KIR Sy
We ended up turning the computer upside2 gy a2 (G KS Tik sl seundBdyaditilikeF | £ £ 2 T
FNARISS o6dzi AG adzNBWAOGSR (KS YSSGAy3dad 62S RARyYyQIi
completely) worked (eventually) every time and the service has gone out. Just sometimes it needed a bit

of prayer and several reboots.

Nowwii K I y2 (i KSN f 201 Reedrded gedvirdsBBnd bavelbgen ébR toldibtiantle the

ONBI ROFald &a2adSYy IyR NBLXIOS a2vy$sS 2F GKS 1S& 0O2Y

another go at taming the beast for the long haul of Oikodonbtadcasting from the small hall (or is it
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skills, creativity and hard work, a different group of people could turn the Worship Area into a space that
worked much better as a studio for our broadcasts.
G2S KI@S t2@08SR aidl eay3d O:z2Suyddyhiv&lBastsbutinkichiDgadadak F I
provides other distractions. The day we went live on YouTube several of us were concerned about the
main speaker and how pale he looked. The technical team explained it was related to colour contrast. It
was agreeda do something, and we found ourselves painting the back of the stage grey, making grey
background curtains, and constructing studio 2 with wooden screens, plants, blackouts, and a green
AONBSy a2 GUKS lFy3aSta O2dzZ R Ffte Ay (GKS Dbl iADAGRE dE
Ofcourse, notall® G KS NBO2NRSR O02yiaSyid KF-a o60SSy oftS (2 oS
has been the involvement of so many of our church family who have contributed to our broadcasts in various
ways from theirhome. SQ@S KIF R 3t A Y chérS,dourges, dinid2doihsSstudies,|gdrdens and
SPSy 3AF N} 3Sa oY puliple bal @bWe &ré grasefulNAiTany Gapdwin who has done so
much of the planning for our weekly broadcastisringing together service leaders, preachers, worship
leaders, prayers, readers, mission representatives and testimony givers.

While many of us have

missed gathering together

on a Sunday and look

forward to the day when we

will be able to do that freely

again, others in our church

familywho have previously

not been able to worship

with us each week, for

example because of ill

health, have rejoiced in

being able to worship with

us far more regularly than

0ST2NBE +a oSttt | :
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The Nativity Ann Newman, who has been

a church member at GBC for

nearly 30 years, has told us how good it is to be able to be part of Sunday mornings again as well as to be part

ofamidg SS1 . A0fS {GdzRé ANRdzL) 2yt AyS YR (2 WFHGGSYRQ

Janet Townsend, who is relatively newoiar GBC church family, has written the following appreciation of our

Sunday broadcasts,
Gh@SNJ GKS flad &SFNIL KIFI@gS Syez2éSR 3ISGUGAYy3a (G2 NE
KStLISR YS I t20 G2 ARSYdohga sltingfd@nh jolb ISanedinés pit ghR ~ F I Y
one of the past services and today | watched the Advent Service with the Warton family. Such a lovely
family. LG G221 YS a2YS gKAES (2 oYkt eMd&mber Bethivken shg¥ R W2 ¢
sang fa us at one Tuesday morning meeting, she has a beautiful voice and met the challenge we set her
with aplomb. | love listening to Joe speak, he is so gifted and so easy to follow, no fancy words, simply
Ffglea aALISH1Ay3a D2RQa (thebdzriésdn NeheibhZasd oK@ iR tz3 K & ¢
KSIENAY3I Y2NBDE




And here are the rest of thé&/arton familyand a note from Joe that
AfftdzaiGNI G6Sa K2g GKS OKAf RNBYyQ
finding new and creative ways to help the children worship and
learn.
GLGYA y2i 2dzad GKS | RdAZ Ga o
meet together at the building the kids have too. Thankfully,
the amazing Little Stars teachers have sent us a short video
every week, along with activity packs so our kids can carry or
their discipleship journey in that way. We are so grateful for tt
LI daiAz2y FyR ONBFGAGAGE 2F |
Liz and Martin Webb have also expressed appreciation for the Lit
Stars Teamral their provision and have contributed this account o

how Joseph (aged 4) has grown in his relationship with God over
time.
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with God start to blossom. At the
beginning of watching online
services Joseph was not impressec §
odzi FFOGSNI F FS¢o FEESH A i
Martin and me for a short while, The Warton children
then take himself off and play. We
AN} Rdzrtfe y206A0SR KSQR aidle t2y3asSNI ¥
person to arrange the chairs around the computer and would stop what he
gla R2Ay3 6KSYy (GKS O2dzyiR2gy o0S3aAlLYy 6
school able to count backward®in 60!) and sit in front of the computer
NBEIFIRed IS y2g GNARSa G2 22Ay Ay @A0K
put his hands together and lean forward, not just following our lead but
ASGOAY3T Ay (2 WLRAAGAZ2YQ a8eSAe2 NB dza ©
recognises too and asks us about what is being said. He has really enjoyed his
Little Stars videos and activity sheets, calling them his homework! When
there was a break over Christmas he was asking for his homework! So, whilst
we dreadfully missajng to GBC to worship and miss our church family, the
situation has given Joseph the opportunity to begin a relationship with God in
I ¢gF& GKFG KS LISNKIFLEA ¢2df RyQli KI @S
The Kids Kingdom Team have been busy too and Debbie, William and Edwartuvigtkebve written this
for us,
Gh@SNJ GKS LI ad @SINIo20K 2AffAFY YR 9RgFNR KI @€
lockdown this was a lifeline to see their friends as well as learning more about the Bible.tliegave
time to chat and share how they were feeling. It has led to
thoughtful discussions about God and our bellefs There h &8
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Joseph Webb

dropped off to use at home, a varlety of games, qwzzes
origami, sciene experiments and challenges that have kep
them engagedEdward particularly enjoyed making a bible
story using Mine@ft.

"l enjoyed the challenge&dward 'The games are furiWilliam

Edwar dds Mineci



Our Sunday morning Furnace group, forl#k, and our Sundagvening Generation Rising congregation have
continued to meet during 202 online when necessary and also in person (outside and in accordance with
social distancing guidelines!) when that has been possible. In addition, three new small groups forrgenage
have sprung up in 2020. Suzy Monk writes,

G5dzNAY3 unun ¢S G221 GKS 2LILRNIdzyAade G2 adk NI o
GKAE S 2A0GK S@PSNER2YySQa 20KSNJ FOGABGAGASE LI dzaSRX
for the young people (and leaders!) to attend. Each group has its own flavour as we look to disciple the
@2dzy3d LIS2LIX S FyR KSfLI KSY (2 RS@St2L) GKS alAff 2
GKFG 6SQNBE K2LAYy3 (N (CROUIR/MYS 2R Aly2S INRYea 0 kFSi S3 N,
While virtual meetings were an unknown quantity for many, if not most of us, at the start of 2020, we have
been thankful that they have provided a way for many different individuals and groups to meet during 2020.
ThRSe NBIffe KIgS 0SSy | ONHzOAL £ O 2N hawe/phayed together i dzNJ |
prayer triplets and in wider prayer gatherings; we have chatted with each other in breakout rooms after the
Sunday morning broadcasts; we have held churrch meetings virtually and, with a combination of
broadcasts, written material, and Zoom gatherings we have discerned the mind of Christ together; we have
shared communion together in a Zoom room; lots of us joined in with the whole church Alpha @otinese
Autumn Term; and some of our small groups have continued to meet in this way during the year.

Cheryl Hirst gives us a flavour of Alpha,

dhyS 2F GKS Y2ad dzaS¥dzA raws~:'>- -~~- -~ -~~~ " {(KS
freedom totackle gritty subjects in an environment where anythir
is ok. It is facilitated in small groups where trust is inherent and
validation assured. Even Christians of long standing battle with
ideas at times and | loved that we could all bounce these off eac
other. It was a time of acceptance, warmth, love and reflection.

0

| also appreciated that the videos were up to date and culturally
relevant, set in different parts of the world and included people ¢
varied heritage and colour. Being a creative persémynd the
settings inspirational, calming and enlivening in the same moment.
L ¢2dzZ R NBSO2YYSYyR ! fLKI FT2NJ SOSNER2YySdé
The Stukeley Meadows Wednesday morning small group have continued to meet and Richard Owen writes,
2SS FNB I avylff 3INPayznbrnings2Up YEOSBIBELI cdnfing AR weSverR
meeting in a home for fellowship, Bible study and prayer. The group also cares for each other. So, when
the first lockdown came along and we could no longer meet up, the phone came in handy to keep in
touch.Then we discovered we could use Zoom and so in June we started having virtual meetings of Bible
study, fellowship and prayer. We began looking at some of the minor Old Testament prophets, for
example, Nahum, Obadiah and Haggai. In the Autumn our fociisdsto becoming one of the many
Alpha groupsAt the end of the Alpha course we began studying the shorter letters in the New Testament
AY 2dz2NJ GAYS 2F FSEt2¢aKAL 606KAOK AyOf dzRS& Fdzyou s
TheSundap Sy Ay3d YSyQad .SSNIIYR .Ao0fS {{GdzRé& 3INRdAzZI I YR
been meeting and Paul Hamilton writes,
G5dzNAYy3 201 R26y 6S O2yGAYydzSR 2dzNJ . ! . & avlff 3INE
encouragement and prayer together$iaever been so appareitaving to meet virtually on Microsoft
¢SvYa Aa RSTAYAGSESE y20 GKS ary$S +a 08Ay3 Fotf$s
meet up in the pub again. But it has meant that we could be more flexible. One of roggddrighlights
was a virtual BABS one Sunday evening where one of our number joined us from Hospytélakey
&FARY dahy | ¢KdzZNERF& Ay Wdz &z L ¢Syd (G2 62N] | &
ambulances and two hospitals @mheir scanners! | had suffered a brain bleed and was told that the
bleeding covered an extensive area on the right side of my brain. This was a scary situation but | felt at




peacel often meditate on Psalm 23 and the still watdrenew Jesus was withe and he placed his hand
on my head and | felt all would be well. By the Sunday evening | was well enough to join in with the BABs
group virtually (but without the beer!)"

G¢ KNRdzZZK2dzi Hnun D. fcheYgether Medisl2 NIl SR
" y ONBI1Flradae !'3FAYyS 2dzald fA1S GKS NEB:2
6az2z GKS oONBI]1Flrada 6SNByQl a2 3I22RX
Chur(ih Charlie Newcombe (vicar at Christ Church) did a good job in leading and
ether facilitating on Zoom, and helping us to stay connectadjood expression
IN HUNTINGDON AND GODMANCHESTER of church unity in the local area and especially important during this time of

A X 4L oA

Microsoft Teams and Zoom meet ups helped us have fun together in otherte@ysSarly on, Hayley Beckett
organised some great quiz nights for the whole church fagégd some of us turned out to be surprisingly
competitive!

Hayley writes,
Gal NOK wnHn gla GKS ail e WOl R28Y
opinion came as a shock to the syst&@rddenly we were in a \/ g 1
place that most of us had never been before. The surge of JU
online video based activities was astourgdas we all tried to - \
adapt to this way of doing things. g , ;
| love quizzes and with the help of Brett Mickelburgh found : w
website that could allow us to host a quiz for folk from GBC /\K\ / /
and give us the ability for a little bit of chat too. AHAslides
became a pldorm that we used to host a quiz every other week. In total we hosted 10 quizzes and
ranged from 17 teams to 10 teams each time. Teams were made up of individuals, couples or families.
Each quiz was made up of four rounds of 10 questions, rounds inéladednglia, History, Numbers,
Sport, Disney, Film, Cadbury and Board games with picture rounds that included Bridges, Flags, Mr Men

and Little Miss and Fruit. Answers were gathered through the web with the programme automatically
keeping score and addiqmints for speed of answering the questions.

It wouldn't have been fun without those of you who joined in each time. | know | had fun developing and
writing the questions and chatting to those who came. Special thanks must be added for guest question
writeNBE 2 AffAFY aAO]lStodz2NEKX al N} .S0O01SddG FyR GKS
Friendly competition also featured strongly in some

of the Friday Night Project online gatherings too.
Stephanie writes,

fdul

a L Fridgag&enings even during lockdown. The
may not be the noise and physical contact. There
still lots of laughter as we get used to Zoom, try at
please Holly with our finds in the scavenger hunt,
fAaldSy G2 DNIKFIYQa 221

the picture is being drawn on Skribbl.iWe also

KER I T86 OKFffSy3asa A
Stephanipes: YFY®& AdSYa 2F Of 20KAy3 :
challenge g2 NJ € Jamesd FNI
challenae

Many of us used Zoom to stay connected with those in our families who we have been unable to see in
person foraverylongtimé. SNB Aa [AS&f | 2dzZ3Ki2yQa FlIYAfeaQa GOSN



G/ KNARAGYlFA Wwnun gtayQid K2g lye 2F dza KIR AYIF3AYS
Hong Kongas well as from Leicester and Godmanchester is quite a treat for Christmas. This year for all

the right reasons we could not meet together, so one of our nieces had a plan in early DegenbérQ a

act out the Nativity from our various houses and meetwayg. So on Christmas Eve our time, Christmas

eve afternoon for the Chicago family and early Christmas morning in Hong Kong, the fun began. We had
been sent our Characters and had been given time to order / make our costumes, write our scripts and to
sharethem with others in that scene. The Birth of Jesus was acted out (with a few additions /

amendments). There were reindeer in the fields with the shepherds, and Jesus was Suki in Hong Kong &
Mary was in Godmanchestemwork that one out! We remembered tieal meaning of Christmas and

enjoyed our family time in a way thatGiOVI[19 had notexisted, we may never have experienced.
CrYAft& Aad FlLYAtE GKSGKSNI S INB G23SGKSNI 2NJ | LI N

LiesB s ativity

While we are grateful for the help that online platforms have providedfarworship and learning and for

staying connected, we also recognise that not everyone has the facility or ability to make use of these

technologies and we have needed to use other creative ways to stay in tAsaie mentioned in our

introduction, conthuing to care for each other was one of our priorities and in March we understood the

urgency of setting up a new kind of pastoral framework that would ensure that every individual or family had

someone who was responsible for being in touch and carinthémn in whatever way was needed.

Fortunately, our GBC family is full of people who naturally care for each other and, while it was important to

organise this centrally at such a time of crisis, this involved formalising links between penate/ of whit

already existed.

Jo Hitchins did an amazing job of creating and implementing this new framework and she writes,
aGhyS 2F GKS GKAy3a LIS2LX S KI@S NBIffe& YAaaSR KN
lack of personal contact with frientlsy R FI YAf &3 &2 a2YSOGKAy3a GKIG LQC
new friendships have been formed, whether through contacts mentioned above, or in other ways, for
instance through breakout rooms after church services and Alpha. There has been mudbrmore,
instance, of a mixture of ages in these situations than we might otherwise experience having a cuppa
after services. The impact that this could have on our church family when we are at last able to meet
physically together is enormously positive.dctfthe impact this is having on our church family now is
enormously positive!

I think that another positive thing to come out of the pandemic for us as a church is the increased
awareness not just of the need for pastoral care, but that we are all nsggle for caring and supporting
SIFOK 20KSNXY LiQa 0SSy 200A2dza GKIF G UKAg@re@a dzAf Ry Qf
(g2 YR LQOS 088y a2 (2dOKSR o6& ft GKS RAFTFSNBy



showing care for each other. Helping with practtesks, offering to pray
with others, being a listening ear, baking adidtributing cakes, responding |
supportively to messages on Facebookjase afew examples. Whole

| KdZNDK LI & a2 NI GFKNENIRKE yFQ Y AZ dea (Ng T OAGQ
the whole church family givingih 1 Q&4 6SSy 62y RSNF d: Ad KI
YR LQY SEOAGSR G2 aSjdsttiréughtieY LI O 2y dz

pandemig but on intothe future.

Jo also used her creative skills, in her workplace, to paint a mural on the wal
Hinchingbrooke hospital to bless patients&gf§and visitors.

Just one example of the hundreds of friendships deepened over the last yea
and the creativity in carlng, is that of Pat Reed, Kath Pickersgill and Jude

: LechmereRight from the beginning of lockdown
last March, Kath phoned Pavery day at 11am !
and, so that they could see each other through Jo Hitchins
tlrGQa 6AYR29 6KAfES (GKS&@ gSNB GlflAy3as
G2 tldQa K2dza$S |G GKAA (AP4tSvasShiedliig R &
and therefore not able to leave her flat at all for queme time.Jude used her
ONBIFGAGAGeE YR KIyRe& LISNER2Y alAftfta Iyl
window so she could enjoy watching the birds.

l'

Also early on in the Spring last year, Stephanie
sprang into action with a really innovative way o
keeping in touch and showing people they were

“PatResd  cared for and thought about
G! FGSNI 6 GOKAY3 | fAD: G A
daughter, we learnt how to make origami butterflies. She wanted to sen
them to family to stay in touch which made me consider who | missed
most. My church family. Everyone named in Blue Pages received an or
butterfly by post during the first lockdown to show they were not
F2NH2G0Sy o¢
Others have shown their caring for each i | §
other by phone calls, sending cards and Jude with bird feeder
letters, emails, arranging walks, conversations on park benches, doing
shopping, collecting prescriptiomsand the giving of gifts.
Different teams of people have put together distributions to go out to
various GBC grqs:
G, 2dziK LI Ol1a KI@ NRdAKGI I FS¢g 27

S o d
GKSY® 2SS | NB &LIJ2NNBR 2
a6SSiaQ 6KAOK adGAaff N\
dza d ¢
Families received an activity box fo
October haliterm and then all GBC
7 households received an Advent box

Origami butterflies in December which Trudy Allarrites
about here,
G2AGK Fff 2F GKS NBAGNROGAZ2Y A «
g2dZZ R ONAYy3Id LG ¢2dzZ R OS NiEdeivey
Iy | RSyl 02E I lwingaiihonie n@wdpatibour ¢ S
children have grown and flown. What a happy surprise it was whe  Advent box
Trish delivered our box. Our 3 year gtdndson Oliver (we childmind




him) was very excited and couldn’t wait to explore this package of wondrous things!
We talked about the pictures whilst Oliver coloured them in. Bakingeatidg the
biscuits was great fun and a little messy! Transformingbmx into a stable was
brilliant. Oliver particularly enjoyed making a starry sky for the background. We
filled our stable with ginecone nativity set and Oliver added his dog, cow and duck
finger puppets to complete the scene! Our box contained songetbireveryone to
enjoy and provided opportunities to share the joy and wonder of Christmas. Thank
e2dz D.

TEYAE® F2NIJONRYIAYy3I fAIKG | yR ¢

Oliver & biscuits Another group who have enjoyed frequent distributionsften delivered vith the
opportunity to enjoy face to face chats on doorsteps, are our friends from Songs of
Praise and Tuesday TreRuith Blakey writes,

G'a LI NL 27

tFa02Nrf CNIYSE2N] | yYRI Y2NB NBC

regular contact with 100+ friends who are part of our Songs of Praise congregation and our Tuesday Treat
coffee morningAs well as frequent phone calls, we have been able to organise monthly distributions to
nearly 90 households comprising cards, newsletters andégifts.

We started in May with a pack of colouring sheets, colouring pencils and
pencil sharpeneand a chocoli biscuit! That was followed in June with
plants in colourful potsThe plants were grown by David Rootham who ha
also produced a beautiful card each month for our distributiohislzy” S Q &
distribution also included a fabric face mask generpushdeby |

DorneWatson.

Janet, who has been shielding during the pandemic, has really apprecia

these doorstep deliveries and writes,
GLY a2yYS gl ea
get to know one another but in a completely different way, especiall
those perhaps feeling a little on the outsileQY K2 LJA y 3

Plants & rhasks
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are all able to meet together
again as a fellowship | will
recognise people | have made friends withhie past yearg but

in the flesh this time! Helen Bourne has been a wonderful friend.
{KS ltglea O02YSa 1y201Ay3azx yz2i
bright smile on her face and a willingness to stand, sometimes

in the cold, just to make me feel that heritvigsas worth it. We

KIS KIR a2 Ylye f20Sfte O2yOSNA
F LILIINBOALF GSR odzi Fftglea FStaG @SN
out in the cold, wind or rain, never complainipst being a

good friendl hope one day that | will be able twite her into

the warmth and remedy the situatiohhave also enjoyed many
telephone conversations with various folk and feel very

ot SaaSRp¢

July and September saw gifts of a cream tea and an afternoon

Colouring

tea ¢ to enjoy while watching the Songs of Praisedutcast on our YouTube channehanks to Anne Ambler
for heading up the team of bakers and assemblers for these feast delivered one of these September teas

G2 'Yy bSéyYly
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joined her to celebrate her birthday on that Sunday afternodbh&nks go also to David Taylor and Philip
Thompson for so willingly embracing the new technology and continuing to plan and lead our Songs of Praise

services. Philip explains that



& 2e have adapted the format of the service but
still included some hymns chosen by members of
2dzNJ NB3dzf | NJ O2y ANB 3l GA
faithfulness and provision, prayers and a short
Biblebasedtalk. We are delighted to see that a
number of others joined us month by month (with
an astonishing 900+ views for our Harvest service
September and our Christmas service in Decemb
but are sorry that we cannot enjoy our afternoon ]
tea togetrer aftert NRa &4 68 dza$ Philip Thompson

We are also so grateful to Sam Heaton whose photos of Godmanchester and media skills have made our
Songs of Praise recordings both so local and so professional. Sam shared some testimony during a recent
Songs of Praise broadcast alahet was pleased fout a name to a face, writing,

dlt was so good to be introduced to Sam Heaton on Sundieye long admired the way everything is put
together forus and itworks sowdll.ii ¢l & a2 yAOS (2 | Oldz f fo @i |
and what a magnificent hymn he chasene of my favouritesThank you Sam for always making our

service so special. It was good to hear other names mentioned too although at this point in time | have to
O2yF¥Saa GKIFG L RNdehaéss, NEaQeEal doasSeryipfeSovs ahdisé rmuch work

is put in to making everything very special for&s.many people over the past year have gone out of

their way to give their time and put in so much effortto g Sy 22@& a2 YIlyeé (KAyYy 33

While the majority of our Songs of Praise and Tuesday Treat friends are able to watch YouTube, for others we
have been able to provide either a DVD or CD so that all can access the senbExembeeveryone
received a beautifully decorated individual Christmas Gdkeingly made by Denise Hogg.

Garden gathering

2 KAETS ¢S KIFI@SyQil 0SSy FoftS (2 3ASHG G23a3SHGKSNJ F2NJ 2 dz
coffee mornings for most of last year, we did keahe most of good weather and easing of restrictions in the
late summerPhilip writes,
G2S NN} y3ISR GKNBS 200l aArz2zya ¢gKSy y 2NJ ¢ 3INRdAzLIA
different days of the week, at different times, at the end ofUsi@nd into Septembefea and cakes
were served by the hosts and enjoyed by those attending while observing the guidelines of social
distancing and hygien€onversations flowed freely and they were great opportunities to meet up with
odandnewfriends Sy 22&Ay3d Sk OK 2G0KSNDa 02 YMdhyerRpressgdR & K I N
their appreciation of being able to meet like this, enjoying the pleasant surroundings. Thanks to all those
gK2 2LISYSR dzLJ G KSANJ IFNRSya yR G2 Fft gK2 (G221
Others have also enjoyed the good weather in 2020 and have used the relative safety of meeting outdoors
when that was allowed as a way to stay connected with frieddse Fasham writes,
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variety of ways during the last year. During the summer we were able to meet in the Park to share news



