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I  will give thanks to you, Lord,  
with all my heart;  

I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.  
Psalm 9:1  
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2020 has been a year of great change for all of us in all sorts of ways and in the midst of that we celebrated a 
significant change in our team at GBC when Daniel was appointed as our Lead Pastor. 

Peter Nodding, our moderator, writes, 

άLƴ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŀ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ¢ŜŀƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ !ǇǊƛƭ ŀƴŘ aŀȅ нлнл ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ .ŜŎƪŜǘǘ 
should be considered as Lead Pastor. In the previous 12 months since John Smith had retired, Daniel had 
grown in his leadership and, as moderator, I had observed that Daniel had abilities over and above his 
excellent youth minister gifts. The leadership agreed that we could not wait till COVID-19 allowed us to 
hold normal church meetings, and the BU provided helpful guidelines about how we could still complete 
the process. During June and July the church shared together, praying and asking important questions, 
ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭΩǎ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ. It was such a joy when the votes were eventually 
ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƘŀŘ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Lead 
tŀǎǘƻǊΦέ 

Daniel writes,  

άIŜƭƭƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΦ  

It was a real privilege to be called to be Lead Pastor here at Godmanchester Baptist Church in the last 
year. It wasn't the most straight forward year for this to happen but in the whole process I felt very clearly 
that God was calling me to the role. As the discernment process went on, I found myself becoming very 
excited about all that I felt that God had in store for the church in the coming months and years.  

This year has been very different for us in our personal lives and this has also been the case as a church. 
We have been forced to do things differently. By doing things in a different way, I believe that we have 
learnt how to be church in new and creative ways. 

While we have done things differently, we have wanted to keep the reasons for what we do the same. We 
want to encounter God ourselves and we want our communities to encounter Him as well.  

One of the forced changes has been that throughout most of the year our building has had to be shut. 
What this has meant is that church, in the full sense of the word, has opened up in many places: in each of 
our homes.  

In 2020 we have said goodbye to friends and family members. It has been even more tough than it might 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜΦ ²Ŝ Řƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ Dƻd for their lives, 
their faithful service to Him, and that we knew them.  

As you read through this review you will see the many ways that church has been expressed and the 
places that God has been present, as we have done things differently in virtual and remote ways, in 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜϥǎ Řŀȅ ǘƻ Řŀȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
communities.έ  

 
Daniel Beckett  



As Daniel has said, 2020 has been a year where we have really missed the freedom to gather together 
physically with family, friends, neighbours, community groups and our church family. We have also had to 
ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻŦ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭΩΦ We recognise that at times that has 
brought frustration, disappointment, loneliness, excessive demands on time and energy, and sadness. For 
some the impact on emotional well-being, physical health, work situations and education has been far 
reaching.  

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ 
to eƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ We 
have found new ways of doing things in our families, our work-places, our communities and at GBC. We have 
found that many of us have been able to use our gifts, skills, creativity and time to do things differently and 
this has brought blessing to us and to others. 

Our Annual Review of 2020 is inevitably very different from previous years ς in content and layout, but we 
hope it brings a glimpse of God at work in our lives and the life of our church throughout this unusual year.  

The priorities in March 2020, 
when we needed to stop 
gathering together in the 
building, were to make sure 
we could continue to 
worship God and learn 
together, that we could 
continue to care for each 
other and that we could 
develop new ways of 
reaching out to our 
community in ministry and 
mission. 

Our brilliant tech team 
stepped up to the challenge 
and have made it possible 
for us to tune in to our 
Sunday Morning Celebration 
broadcast at 10.30am each 
week on our YouTube 

channel. As the level of restrictions have varied during the year, this has sometimes been pre-recorded and 
sometimes the broadcast has been live from the Worship Area. 

Ian Heaton has written the following account of 2020 from the perspective of the Sound and Visuals Team! 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŜƘΚ нлнлΗ {ƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƴƻǿΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ D./ Ψ{ƻǳƴŘ ¢ŜŀƳΩ 
ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ψ!± ǘŜŀƳΩ ό!ǳŘƛƻ-Visual) team. aŀȅōŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ΨaŜǎǎȅ wƻƻƳΩ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ǊŀŦǘ wƻƻƳΩΣ ŀƴŘ 
DƻŘƳŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ΨDƻŘƳŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ƻǳƴŘ 5ŜǎƪΩ Ŏŀƴ 
ōŜ Ψ!± aƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭΩΚ aŀȅōŜ ƴƻǘ ς ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ƴȅǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ±ƛǎǳŀƭΩ ǎƛŘŜ 
of things has been a lot of fun but also quite challenging. 

²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƴƻǿ ς unfortunately, just not the right kind for broadcasting 
on the internet (they were analogue, not digital). When the building was first closed due to COVID, we 
were suddenly stuck with having to adapt very fast ς fortunately we happened to have an adapter. J  
This adapter took our dodgy analogue signal and made it into an even more dodgy digital one. It did sort-
ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ to start over. During the first lockdown, the analogue cameras 
ŎŀƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƻƴŜǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǳǇΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΥ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōŀǊƎŀƛƴΦ 
²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ άƻƭŘ-ƴŜǿ ǎǘƻŎƪέ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ ƛƴ DŜrmany for 40 
Euros each. I thought that must be about a fifth of their original price so we bought four. A few weeks 
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later one camera decided not to talk to us on the network so we tried to get a replacement. The place that 
ǎƻƭŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ gave us a refund. When we finally did locate one, we were quoted £1095 
ŀǎ ŀƴ άŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƛƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭέ ς L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇǊƛŎŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ϻмнллΦ ²ƻǿΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ 
a God thing that we got them so cheap ς ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎǘǳŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ hYΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛŦ 
ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǇŀǊŜ I5 tƻ9 Lt ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿΦ LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ t¢½ 
camera with NDI-I·нΣ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊΗ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ¢[!ǎ ό¢ƘǊŜŜ [ŜǘǘŜǊ !ŎǊƻƴȅƳǎύ - NDI-
HX2 is a cracker! Double ōŀǊǊŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊΗ ¸ƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŜǘ ŜȄǘǊŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ·Ω ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ I·н ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ς they probably just thought it sounded cool. Obviously, 
with such good acronyms as PTZ and NDI-HX2 they had to be fitted in somehow. Anyway ς back to the 
plot...  

The video setup we have now is very different to the one we had this time last year ς we were only able to 
re-use some of the cable and camera brackets ς everything else is different but surprisingly little of it is 
ƴŜǿΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƘŀƛǊȅ ōŜŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƛǊŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘŀƴƎƭŜŘ ƳŜǎǎΦ Lǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
weeks of persuasion to get all the bits to talk to each other ς ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƘŜ 
same language and we have ended up with squashed video or, as happened once, audio that decided to 
go off in a sulk as soon as we started broadcasting (after having co-operated during the sound check). 

Some of our gear is quite old too. Just before the special church meeting in February, the fan bearings in 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ŎŀǊŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƘŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŎƭŀǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇΦ 
We ended up turning the computer upside-Řƻǿƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦŦ ς it still sounded a bit like a 
ŦǊƛŘƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ ό²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΗύ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ όƴŜŀǊƭȅ 
completely) worked (eventually) every time and the service has gone out. Just sometimes it needed a bit 
of prayer and several reboots.  

Now wiǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǇǊŜ-recorded services and have been able to dismantle the 
ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊύΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
another go at taming the beast for the long haul of Oikodom 2 - broadcasting from the small hall (or is it 
Ψ{ǘǳŘƛƻ оΚΩύΦ {ǘŀȅ ǘǳƴŜŘΗέ  

Lŀƴ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŀ ΨǎǘǳŘƛƻΩ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ Ψaƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ !ǊŜŀ 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƛǘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлнлΗ Stephanie Brown writes about the realisation that with 

 
Mission Control  



skills, creativity and hard work, a different group of people could turn the Worship Area into a space that 
worked much better as a studio for our broadcasts.  

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ Sunday broadcasts but watching a screen 
provides other distractions. The day we went live on YouTube several of us were concerned about the 
main speaker and how pale he looked. The technical team explained it was related to colour contrast. It 
was agreed to do something, and we found ourselves painting the back of the stage grey, making grey 
background curtains, and constructing studio 2 with wooden screens, plants, blackouts, and a green 
ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŧƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΦέ 

Of course, not all oŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƛƭƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘǳŘƛƻΩ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ 
has been the involvement of so many of our church family who have contributed to our broadcasts in various 
ways from their homes. ²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƪƛǘchens, lounges, dining rooms, studies, gardens and 
ŜǾŜƴ ƎŀǊŀƎŜǎ όƳƻǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ purple bat cave!) We are grateful to Tony Goodwin who has done so 
much of the planning for our weekly broadcasts ς bringing together service leaders, preachers, worship 
leaders, prayers, readers, mission representatives and testimony givers. 

While many of us have 
missed gathering together 
on a Sunday ς and look 
forward to the day when we 
will be able to do that freely 
again, others in our church 
family who have previously 
not been able to worship 
with us each week, for 
example because of ill 
health, have rejoiced in 
being able to worship with 
us far more regularly than 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƻ ΨƳŜŜǘ 
ǳǇΩ ƛƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻƻΗ 
Ann Newman, who has been 
a church member at GBC for 

nearly 30 years, has told us how good it is to be able to be part of Sunday mornings again as well as to be part 
of a mid-ǿŜŜƪ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ΨŀǘǘŜƴŘΩ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ  

Janet Townsend, who is relatively new to our GBC church family, has written the following appreciation of our 
Sunday broadcasts, 

άhǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŦŀŎŜǎΣ ŀƭōŜƛǘ ƻƴ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƻƴƭȅ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ LŦ LΩƳ doing a sitting down job I sometimes put on 
one of the past services and today I watched the Advent Service with the Warton family. Such a lovely 
family. Lǘ ǘƻƻƪ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƻ άƳŀǊǊȅέ .ŜǘƘ ŀƴŘ WƻŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ I first remember Beth when she 
sang for us at one Tuesday morning meeting, she has a beautiful voice and met the challenge we set her 
with aplomb. I love listening to Joe speak, he is so gifted and so easy to follow, no fancy words, simply 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ the series on Nehemiah and look forward to 
ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜΦέ  
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And here are the rest of the Warton family and a note from Joe that 
ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
finding new and creative ways to help the children worship and 
learn. 

άLǘϥǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
meet together at the building ς the kids have too. Thankfully, 
the amazing Little Stars teachers have sent us a short video 
every week, along with activity packs so our kids can carry on 
their discipleship journey in that way. We are so grateful for the 
Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦέ 

Liz and Martin Webb have also expressed appreciation for the Little 
Stars Team and their provision and have contributed this account of 
how Joseph (aged 4) has grown in his relationship with God over this 
time. 

άDƻŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΣ ōǳǘ 
ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ 

with God start to blossom. At the 
beginning of watching online 
services Joseph was not impressed, 
ōǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƘŜΩŘ ǎƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
Martin and me for a short while, 
then take himself off and play. We 
ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ƘŜΩŘ ǎǘŀȅ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ōŜ ǘƘŜ 
person to arrange the chairs around the computer and would stop what he 
ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŘƻǿƴ ōŜƎŀƴ όŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ 
school able to count backwards from 60!) and sit in front of the computer 
ǊŜŀŘȅΦ IŜ ƴƻǿ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ƘŜΩƭƭ 
put his hands together and lean forward, not just following our lead but 
ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻ ΨǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΩ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǳǎΦ IŜ ǇƛŎƪǎ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻǊ ǇƘǊases he 
recognises too and asks us about what is being said. He has really enjoyed his 
Little Stars videos and activity sheets, calling them his homework! When 
there was a break over Christmas he was asking for his homework! So, whilst 
we dreadfully miss going to GBC to worship and miss our church family, the 
situation has given Joseph the opportunity to begin a relationship with God in 
ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΦέ  

The Kids Kingdom Team have been busy too and Debbie, William and Edward Mickelburgh have written this 
for us, 

άhǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ōƻǘƘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ YƛŘǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ 9ŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ 
lockdown this was a lifeline to see their friends as well as learning more about the Bible. It gave them 
time to chat and share how they were feeling. It has led to 
thoughtful discussions about God and our beliefs. There has 
been a mixture of teaching methods, using videos, resources 
dropped off to use at home, a variety of games, quizzes, 
origami, science experiments and challenges that have kept 
them engaged. Edward particularly enjoyed making a bible 
story using Minecraft.  

"I enjoyed the challenges" Edward "The games are fun" William 

 

 
The Warton children  

 
Joseph Webb  

 
Edwardõs Minecraft 



Our Sunday morning Furnace group, for 11-14s, and our Sunday evening Generation Rising congregation have 
continued to meet during 2020 ς online when necessary and also in person (outside and in accordance with 
social distancing guidelines!) when that has been possible. In addition, three new small groups for teenagers 
have sprung up in 2020. Suzy Monk writes, 

ά5ǳǊƛƴƎ нлнл ǿŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ о ȅƻǳǘƘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ǿƘƛƭŜΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǇŀǳǎŜŘΣ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŎƭŀǎƘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ 
for the young people (and leaders!) to attend. Each group has its own flavour as we look to disciple the 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƴŜ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƻƻΦέ 

While virtual meetings were an unknown quantity for many, if not most of us, at the start of 2020, we have 
been thankful that they have provided a way for many different individuals and groups to meet during 2020. 
ThŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ψǎǘŀȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΩΦ We have prayed together in 
prayer triplets and in wider prayer gatherings; we have chatted with each other in breakout rooms after the 
Sunday morning broadcasts; we have held our church meetings virtually and, with a combination of 
broadcasts, written material, and Zoom gatherings we have discerned the mind of Christ together; we have 
shared communion together in a Zoom room; lots of us joined in with the whole church Alpha Course in the 
Autumn Term; and some of our small groups have continued to meet in this way during the year.  

Cheryl Hirst gives us a flavour of Alpha, 

άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ !ƭǇƘŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 
freedom to tackle gritty subjects in an environment where anything 
is ok. It is facilitated in small groups where trust is inherent and 
validation assured. Even Christians of long standing battle with 
ideas at times and I loved that we could all bounce these off each 
other. It was a time of acceptance, warmth, love and reflection. 

I also appreciated that the videos were up to date and culturally 
relevant, set in different parts of the world and included people of 
varied heritage and colour. Being a creative person, I found the 
settings inspirational, calming and enlivening in the same moment. 

L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ !ƭǇƘŀ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦέ 

The Stukeley Meadows Wednesday morning small group have continued to meet and Richard Owen writes, 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘay mornings. Up to COVID-19 coming along we were 
meeting in a home for fellowship, Bible study and prayer. The group also cares for each other. So, when 
the first lockdown came along and we could no longer meet up, the phone came in handy to keep in 
touch. Then we discovered we could use Zoom and so in June we started having virtual meetings of Bible 
study, fellowship and prayer. We began looking at some of the minor Old Testament prophets, for 
example, Nahum, Obadiah and Haggai. In the Autumn our focus shifted to becoming one of the many 
Alpha groups. At the end of the Alpha course we began studying the shorter letters in the New Testament 
ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŦǳƴύΣ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ όƴƻǘ ŘǊŜŀǊȅύΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ όŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘύΦέ 

The Sunday ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƳŜƴΩǎ .ŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ aŜƴΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
been meeting and Paul Hamilton writes, 

ά5ǳǊƛƴƎ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻǳǊ .!.ǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƴ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
encouragement and prayer together has never been so apparent. Having to meet virtually on Microsoft 
¢ŜŀƳǎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ Ψƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 
meet up in the pub again. But it has meant that we could be more flexible. One of my personal highlights 
was a virtual BABS one Sunday evening where one of our number joined us from hospital! Andy Blakey 
ǎŀƛŘΥ άhƴ ŀ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƛƴ WǳƭȅΣ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ōǳǘΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ L ƘŀŘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ 
ambulances and two hospitals and their scanners! I had suffered a brain bleed and was told that the 
bleeding covered an extensive area on the right side of my brain. This was a scary situation but I felt at 

 



peace. I often meditate on Psalm 23 and the still waters. I knew Jesus was with me and he placed his hand 
on my head and I felt all would be well. By the Sunday evening I was well enough to join in with the BABs 
group virtually (but without the beer!)"  

ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ нлнл D./ ƳŜƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /Ƙǳrches Together Men's 
ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘǎΦ !ƎŀƛƴΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ΨǾƛǊǘǳŀƭΩ 
όǎƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘΣ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ 5L¸ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΗύ 
Charlie Newcombe (vicar at Christ Church) did a good job in leading and 
facilitating on Zoom, and helping us to stay connected - a good expression 
of church unity in the local area and especially important during this time of 
isolation and dis-ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘƴŜǎǎΦέ  

Microsoft Teams and Zoom meet ups helped us have fun together in other ways too. Early on, Hayley Beckett 
organised some great quiz nights for the whole church family ς and some of us turned out to be surprisingly 
competitive! 

Hayley writes,  

άaŀǊŎƘ нлнл ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 
opinion came as a shock to the system. Suddenly we were in a 
place that most of us had never been before. The surge of 
online video based activities was astounding as we all tried to 
adapt to this way of doing things.  

I love quizzes and with the help of Brett Mickelburgh found a 
website that could allow us to host a quiz for folk from GBC 
and give us the ability for a little bit of chat too. AHAslides 
became a platform that we used to host a quiz every other week. In total we hosted 10 quizzes and 
ranged from 17 teams to 10 teams each time. Teams were made up of individuals, couples or families. 
Each quiz was made up of four rounds of 10 questions, rounds included East Anglia, History, Numbers, 
Sport, Disney, Film, Cadbury and Board games with picture rounds that included Bridges, Flags, Mr Men 
and Little Miss and Fruit. Answers were gathered through the web with the programme automatically 
keeping score and adding points for speed of answering the questions. 

It wouldn't have been fun without those of you who joined in each time. I know I had fun developing and 
writing the questions and chatting to those who came. Special thanks must be added for guest question 
writeǊǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ aƛŎƪŜƭōǳǊƎƘΣ aŀǊƪ .ŜŎƪŜǘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƴŎŀƴǎƻƴ IǳƴǘŜǊǎΦέ 

Friendly competition also featured strongly in some 
of the Friday Night Project online gatherings too. 
Stephanie writes, 

άL ƭƻǾŜ Friday evenings even during lockdown. There 
may not be the noise and physical contact. There is 
still lots of laughter as we get used to Zoom, try and 
please Holly with our finds in the scavenger hunt, 
ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƧƻƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ 
the picture is being drawn on Skribbl.io. We also 
ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ΨŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀǎ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ Ƙƻǘ 
ǿƻǊƪΦέ  

 

Many of us used Zoom to stay connected with those in our families who we have been unable to see in 
person for a very long time. IŜǊŜ ƛǎ [ƛŜǎƭ IƻǳƎƘǘƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ ƴŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǇƭŀȅΗ 
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Jamesõ FNP 

challenge  



ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ нлнл ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƙƻǿ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŀŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ŀƴŘ 
Hong Kong, as well as from Leicester and Godmanchester is quite a treat for Christmas. This year for all 
the right reasons we could not meet together, so one of our nieces had a plan in early December ς ƭŜǘΩǎ 
act out the Nativity from our various houses and meet this way. So on Christmas Eve our time, Christmas 
eve afternoon for the Chicago family and early Christmas morning in Hong Kong, the fun began. We had 
been sent our Characters and had been given time to order / make our costumes, write our scripts and to 
share them with others in that scene. The Birth of Jesus was acted out (with a few additions / 
amendments). There were reindeer in the fields with the shepherds, and Jesus was Suki in Hong Kong & 
Mary was in Godmanchester ς work that one out! We remembered the real meaning of Christmas and 
enjoyed our family time in a way that if COVID 19 had not existed, we may never have experienced. 
CŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ŀǇŀǊǘΦέ 

While we are grateful for the help that online platforms have provided for our worship and learning and for 
staying connected, we also recognise that not everyone has the facility or ability to make use of these 
technologies and we have needed to use other creative ways to stay in touch. As we mentioned in our 
introduction, continuing to care for each other was one of our priorities and in March we understood the 
urgency of setting up a new kind of pastoral framework that would ensure that every individual or family had 
someone who was responsible for being in touch and caring for them in whatever way was needed. 
Fortunately, our GBC family is full of people who naturally care for each other and, while it was important to 
organise this centrally at such a time of crisis, this involved formalising links between people ς many of which 
already existed. 

Jo Hitchins did an amazing job of creating and implementing this new framework and she writes, 

άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
lack of personal contact with friends ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǎƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ 
new friendships have been formed, whether through contacts mentioned above, or in other ways, for 
instance through breakout rooms after church services and Alpha. There has been much more, for 
instance, of a mixture of ages in these situations than we might otherwise experience having a cuppa 
after services. The impact that this could have on our church family when we are at last able to meet 
physically together is enormously positive. In fact, the impact this is having on our church family now is 
enormously positive!  

I think that another positive thing to come out of the pandemic for us as a church is the increased 
awareness not just of the need for pastoral care, but that we are all responsible for caring and supporting 
ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ōȅ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ ς or even 
ǘǿƻ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅǎΣ ōƛƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

 
Lieslõs nativity  



showing care for each other. Helping with practical tasks, offering to pray 
with others, being a listening ear, baking and distributing cakes, responding 
supportively to messages on Facebook are just a few examples. Whole 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
the whole church family giving it - ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴ ǳǎ ƴƻǘ just through the 
pandemic, but on into the future.  

Jo also used her creative skills, in her workplace, to paint a mural on the wall at 
Hinchingbrooke hospital to bless patients, staff and visitors. 

Just one example of the hundreds of friendships deepened over the last year, 
and the creativity in caring, is that of Pat Reed, Kath Pickersgill and Jude 

Lechmere. Right from the beginning of lockdown 
last March, Kath phoned Pat every day at 11am ς 
and, so that they could see each other through 
tŀǘΩǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΣ YŀǘƘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ 
ǘƻ tŀǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŎŀƭƭΦ Pat was shielding 
and therefore not able to leave her flat at all for quite some time. Jude used her 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ŦŜŜŘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ tŀǘΩǎ 
window so she could enjoy watching the birds. 

Also early on in the Spring last year, Stephanie 
sprang into action with a really innovative way of 
keeping in touch and showing people they were 
cared for and thought about. 

ά!ŦǘŜǊ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ ŎǊŀŦǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ 
daughter, we learnt how to make origami butterflies. She wanted to send 
them to family to stay in touch which made me consider who I missed 
most. My church family. Everyone named in Blue Pages received an origami 
butterfly by post during the first lockdown to show they were not 
ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΦέ  

Others have shown their caring for each 
other by phone calls, sending cards and 
letters, e-mails, arranging walks, conversations on park benches, doing 
shopping, collecting prescriptions ς and the giving of gifts. 

Different teams of people have put together distributions to go out to 
various GBC groups:  

ά¸ƻǳǘƘ ǇŀŎƪǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ 
ǘƘŜƳΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎǇǳǊǊŜŘ ƻƴ ōȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀǘ ŘƻƻǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ψ²ƻǿΣ 
ǎǿŜŜǘǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀƴƪƛƴƎ 
ǳǎΦέ 

Families received an activity box for 
October half-term and then all GBC 
households received an Advent box 
in December which Trudy Allan writes 
about here,  

ά²ƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ L ŘƛŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ нлнл 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ōŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ receive 
ŀƴ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ōƻȄ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ¢ŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ L living at home now that our 
children have grown and flown. What a happy surprise it was when 
Trish delivered our box. Our 3 year old grandson Oliver (we childmind 
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him) was very excited and couldn`t wait to explore this package of wondrous things! 
We talked about the pictures whilst Oliver coloured them in. Baking and eating the 
biscuits was great fun and a little messy! Transforming our box into a stable was 
brilliant. Oliver particularly enjoyed making a starry sky for the background. We 
filled our stable with a pinecone nativity set and Oliver added his dog, cow and duck 
finger puppets to complete the scene! Our box contained something for everyone to 
enjoy and provided opportunities to share the joy and wonder of Christmas. Thank 
ȅƻǳ D./ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦέ 

Another group who have enjoyed frequent distributions ς often delivered with the 
opportunity to enjoy face to face chats on doorsteps, are our friends from Songs of 

Praise and Tuesday Treat. Ruth Blakey writes, 

ά!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊŜ ϧ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ 
regular contact with 100+ friends who are part of our Songs of Praise congregation and our Tuesday Treat 
coffee morning. As well as frequent phone calls, we have been able to organise monthly distributions to 
nearly 90 households comprising cards, newsletters and gifts.έ 

We started in May with a pack of colouring sheets, colouring pencils and 
pencil sharpener and a chocolate biscuit! That was followed in June with 
plants in colourful pots. The plants were grown by David Rootham who has 
also produced a beautiful card each month for our distributions. WǳƴŜΩǎ 
distribution also included a fabric face mask generously made by 
Dorne Watson. 

Janet, who has been shielding during the pandemic, has really appreciated 
these doorstep deliveries and writes,  

άLƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅǎ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘo help us 
get to know one another but in a completely different way, especially 
those perhaps feeling a little on the outside. LΩƳ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ ǿŜ 

are all able to meet together 
again as a fellowship I will 
recognise people I have made friends with in the past year ς but 
in the flesh this time! Helen Bourne has been a wonderful friend. 
{ƘŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƪƴƻŎƪƛƴƎΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ΨƎƻƻŘƛŜǎΩ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
bright smile on her face and a willingness to stand, sometimes 
in the cold, just to make me feel that her visit was worth it. We 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ōǳǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǾŜǊȅ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ 
out in the cold, wind or rain, never complaining ς just being a 
good friend. I hope one day that I will be able to invite her into 
the warmth and remedy the situation. I have also enjoyed many 
telephone conversations with various folk and feel very 
ōƭŜǎǎŜŘΦέ 

July and September saw gifts of a cream tea and an afternoon 
tea ς to enjoy while watching the Songs of Praise broadcast on our YouTube channel. Thanks to Anne Ambler 
for heading up the team of bakers and assemblers for these teas! Anne delivered one of these September teas 
ǘƻ !ƴƴ bŜǿƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ΨǎǇŀǊŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ which she was able to give AnnΩǎ son who had 
joined her to celebrate her birthday on that Sunday afternoon! Thanks go also to David Taylor and Philip 
Thompson for so willingly embracing the new technology and continuing to plan and lead our Songs of Praise 
services. Philip explains that  
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ά²e have adapted the format of the service but 
still included some hymns chosen by members of 
ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 
faithfulness and provision, prayers and a short 
Bible-based talk. We are delighted to see that a 
number of others joined us month by month (with 
an astonishing 900+ views for our Harvest service in 
September and our Christmas service in December) 
but are sorry that we cannot enjoy our afternoon 
tea together afterwŀǊŘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΗέ 

We are also so grateful to Sam Heaton whose photos of Godmanchester and media skills have made our 
Songs of Praise recordings both so local and so professional. Sam shared some testimony during a recent 
Songs of Praise broadcast and Janet was pleased to put a name to a face, writing, 

άIt was so good to be introduced to Sam Heaton on Sunday. I have long admired the way everything is put 
together for us and it works so well. Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨōŀŎƪǊƻƻƳ ōƻȅǎΩ 
and what a magnificent hymn he chose ς one of my favourites. Thank you Sam for always making our 
service so special. It was good to hear other names mentioned too although at this point in time I have to 
ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΦ Nonetheless, what they all do is very precious and so much work 
is put in to making everything very special for us. So many people over the past year have gone out of 
their way to give their time and put in so much effort to help ǳǎ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ 

While the majority of our Songs of Praise and Tuesday Treat friends are able to watch YouTube, for others we 
have been able to provide either a DVD or CD so that all can access the services. In December everyone 
received a beautifully decorated individual Christmas Cake ς lovingly made by Denise Hogg. 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ {ƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ tǊŀƛǎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀǎ ƻǊ ƻǳǊ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ¢ǊŜŀǘ 
coffee mornings for most of last year, we did make the most of good weather and easing of restrictions in the 
late summer. Philip writes,  

ά²Ŝ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ у ƻǊ ф ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ ǎƛȄ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŜǘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊǎ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ƻƴ 
different days of the week, at different times, at the end of August and into September. Tea and cakes 
were served by the hosts and enjoyed by those attending while observing the guidelines of social 
distancing and hygiene. Conversations flowed freely and they were great opportunities to meet up with 
old and new friendsΣ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ Many expressed 
their appreciation of being able to meet like this, enjoying the pleasant surroundings. Thanks to all those 
ǿƘƻ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅΦέ 

Others have also enjoyed the good weather in 2020 and have used the relative safety of meeting outdoors 
when that was allowed as a way to stay connected with friends. Jane Fasham writes, 

ά¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ aƻƴŘŀȅ /ƭǳōΣ ŀ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘo keep up communications in a 
variety of ways during the last year. During the summer we were able to meet in the Park to share news 
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