
INSTRUCTIONS FOR MAKING ANIMAL SHELTER OUT OF YOUR HAMPER BOX 
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PREPARATION AND EQUIPMENT 
Equipment you might need: scissors; 
sticky tape or glue; magazines or printed 
pictures from internet; felt pens/crayons/ 
paint; scrap paper; fabric; straw/tissue 
paper/wool and something to construct a 
star. 
Empty the hamper box and turn it onto its 
long side. 
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MAKE THE BOX STURDY 
Stick down the tabs inside the box. 
Sellotape was not strong so parcel tape or 
glue might be better.  
Fasten down some of the big top flaps. I 
left the side flaps unstuck, but you may 
want to do something different.  
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DECORATING YOUR BOX 
You can paint/colour straight onto the box 
but getting to the bottom of the box with 
small felt pens is difficult. I cut a piece of 
paper to the right size and stuck it in the 
base after decorating it. 
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DECORATING YOUR BOX 
The bible tells us baby Jesus was placed in 
a manger. What type of animal shelter 
was this in? Will your animal shelter be 
made of wood or stone? Use your 
imagination and find things around your 
house like fabric, paper, or sticks.  
Decorate the outside of your box as well if 
you wish. 
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ADD THE ANIMALS 
Find pictures of the creatures you 
associate with the story of Jesus’ special 
birthday. You may be excellent at drawing 
and can add your own images. 
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WHO ELSE WAS THERE? 
I am sure there were other creatures 
around the animal shelter. I added a 
spider because they get everywhere. Can 
you add something different? You could 
add a picture of yourself. What would you 
have seen, heard, or smelled on that day? 
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FINAL TOUCHES  
How about some flooring. I am sure there 
was no carpet! I used straw but you could 
find some earth and stones or use wool or 
tissue paper. 
Find a way to make a star. There are 
plenty of ideas on the internet. I used 
some old drinking straws that we had at 
home. 
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LAST BUT NOT LEAST 
Add the people into your scene. In your 
box you will find 3 dolly pegs which you 
can colour for characters. I made the Maji, 
but you can add whoever you like. You 
can also add extra, either ones you make 
or from a set you have at home. Maybe 
Mary and Joseph can travel around your 
house before settling in the stable? 

 


