Small Group Notes for An Outsider’s Guide to Trust
Discovering Together
Can trust be rebuilt? What kind of broken trust is hardest for forgive and forget?

Learning Together
Timothy Keller argues that we are mistaken if we turn the reunion of the prodigal son and his father into
the climax of Jesus’ story. Instead, our focus should be on the older brother’s unwillingness to forgive
and accept his younger brother and join his father’s celebration. The parable concludes leaving the
question of whether or not this family will ever be fully reconciled still dangling before us.
In a similar way it’s tempting to turn Genesis 41 into the climax of the Joseph story. After his dreams at
the beginning of the story, Joseph endures 13 years of hardships and injustice. But five chapters later
Joseph is finally released from prison with the hope that he will be able to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams.
Having succeeded, Joseph is made Pharaoh’s second-in-command, in charge of the whole land of Egypt
(Genesis 41:41 – 43).
This could be the fairy-tale ending we’ve been waiting for. But this story isn’t over yet. Like the parable
of The Prodigal Son, the driving questions behind part-two of this family drama are, ‘What will happen
when the younger brother finally meets his older brothers again?’ and ‘Will Joseph’s dreams about his
family finally be fulfilled?’
1. What does the tone of Jacob’s words to his sons suggest about his relationship with them? (Genesis
42:1 - 2)
2. Compare Jacob’s tone toward his older sons with his feelings for his youngest son Benjamin (born to
him by his favourite wife Rachel, the mother of Joseph). (42:3 – 5 and 42:38)
3. Why is 42:6 such a significant verse in this story?
4. Given Joseph’s obvious feelings for his older brothers, why does he keep his identity hidden from
them and treat them harshly (42:7 – 28)
5. What do you think made Joseph’s brothers finally feel convicted about what they had done to him?
(42:18 – 23)
6. Why do you think Joseph secretly returned his brothers’ money to them? (Genesis 42:25 – 28).
7. Why is reuniting this fractured family important to God?
8. How does this story apply to your family (and church family)?

Serving Together
What role can be play together in building broken trust?
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