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Welcome to our Annual Review of 2016 which outlines our activities
RdZNAY 3 G4KS @SINJFYR oNAy3Ia YdzOK
many blessings over the last year.

G1 SNB A a Hér&sShe GteegiOpda the door and see all the
LJS 2 LIVrBnig!Each year this Review shows that the church IS the
people.People who share their Christian lives together and then their
lives with their communityWorshipping peoplel.oving people.

Serving pople.

LY Hnamc 6SQ@S aLISyd GAYS GKAY(lAY
worship, to be happier in community, to be bolder in testimony, to be
clearer in society and to be younger in age.

GBC is a great place to belo@yeat worship, great teachingrest

people and, to my personal delight, great coffeeS Q@S 62 NJ SR
hard this year at providing people with a great welcome which has

been appreciated by so many who have started to worship with us on
SundaysWith the largest numbers ever comingonour Church Centre

for services, we have found some of our facilities and teams stretched
as never before¢ KI 1 Qa GNAIISNBR | &SNR 2 dz
2F 2dzNJ aAGS 6KAOK gl ayQi NBRSOSt
During 2016we have been challenged to focus to be more outward
looking than everJoe and Bethany Warton joined us at the beginning

of the year.Joe was appointed our

Discipleship Pastor with the remit

to champion whole life
discipleshipHehasdeveloped a
number d resources to help
people express their faith in their
day-to-day life, including a series
of successful sector evenings
O2y OSYyiUNY GAYy3d 2




experience of worklt has been great to have Bethany leading worship
for us on some Sundays.

L QY legédIo @Be\part of a great staff team and Leadership Team.
Their hard work, wisdom and enthusiasm makes a significant
difference to the life of GBQ'hey will value your prayers as they lead
the church.

So welcome to our review of 201Byou are newtd . / ¥ L K2 LJS
discover more about us in these pagés/ou lived through 2016 as

LI NG 2F D./ X L K2LS @2dz2Qff 0SS Ay
did amongst us and continues to do now.

John Smith, Senior Pastor
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CONGREGATIONS

Almost everyone at GBC finds a place to worship in one of our
congregations: Sunday morning Celebration, Songs R rand
Generation Rising, or at Messy Churthe diversity of style and
content of each congregation provides us with a meaningful place for
worship, learning and prayer.

We support World Mission across all our congregations, regularly
sharing news of @ople overseas who are linked to GBC. There are two
personal stories of trips to India and to The Philippines later in this
review.

Many people enable us to celebrate the goodness of God, to share our
lives with each other and to make disciples in all camgregations. We
thank them for giving their time and gifts and for sharing their servant
hearts.

During the year many new people have begun to be part of our church
family. CA @S LIS2LJX S GSadAFASR G2 GKSA
twenty threepeople became church members.

Karenwrites,d 5 dzZNAy 3 Hnmc X D2R OKIFffSy

bolder in testimony and after praying about it for a while, | decided to
invite first one friend and then another to read the Bible with me for
thirty minutes aweek for seven weeks using a resource called 'Face to
Face With Jesus: The Seven Signs in John'.

Here's what happened and hativey both became Christians:

WKaren asked me if | would like to learn about "The Seven Signs in John'
after attending Littlefot i 2 R R SaxdMess@Ehulzih at GBC for
some time. have always been curious about faith since my son started
to attend St Anne's school, Godmanchedtéound it to be a great
introduction to learning about th&ible. This has enabled me to help



answer any questions my son may have.
Since completing this, | am now following the
First Step8asic Bble studies booklet. Myself
and my family attend GBC every Sunday and
we are part of amissional community

Alison

'In 2016 Karen asked me if | would be

Ay G SNBaiG S RheSeyen 8igndzR & A y =
W2 KlIyidd egun to take an interest in Christianity, mainly because

the majority of friends | made at Littlefoot were Christians and | really
admired their valued.found thestudy
really eyeopening and thought
provoking, it made me question things
about my life and how | could live a
more Christian way of lif&ince the
study, | attend church when | can and
have become an active member of
Fridaygroup in Godmanchester.'
Emma

Alison

Emma andOakley

Why don't you find a friend and invite them to read the Bible with you?
It's exciting and who knows what might happérheck out:
godmanchesterbaptist.org/sevensigns



SUNDAYMORNINGS

Our Sunday Celebration continues to grow numerically and spiritually
During 2016, we took a detailed look at some of the key spiritual
disciplineshow we can bless otherthe ways we encounter Godnd

we finished the year with a series from 1 Peter about standing firm in
our spiritual lives. Our communion serviagntinued to focus on
GKAy3a 2F aFANRG AYLRNIFYyOS: I yR
faith in an uncertain world. We have valued the faithful service of our
worship bands, some of whom also lead services in other churches, as
well as those who form ouwvelcome and prayer teams.

SUNDAYEVENINGS

In 2016, we began to use the second Sunday evening service to go
deeper into the presence of God by leading one another in worship and
prayer. Our evening Communion Service rersaikey time when, in

GKS O2y0SEG 2F é62NAKALI FyR GKS [
wellbeing of others.

SONGS OPRAISE

At 4 o'clock on the third Sunday of each month (except August) the
Songs of Praise congregation meets. The services includedest

prayer, and a time of singing some older hymns usually chosen by
members of the congregation who explain why it is a favourite of

theirs. Often too, we get an interesting explanation of how the hymn
came to be written. Everyone is then invited toystar afternoon tea

with homemade sandwiches and cakes, and there is a real buzz as folk
chat together.

GENERATIORISING

Generation Rising meets every Sunday evening at 7.00pm.

It is a congregation for young people where they can meet with God,
learn abait God aml encourage each other in their faith, all done in



ways that make sense to them. There arew older people who get
involved as well.

The young people take responsibility for lots of things including leading
worship, setting up, clearing upnd providing refreshments.

Any young person is welcome, it is mostly aimed al&3ear olds.

WL g2dd R tA1S G2 0(KFYV] SOSNB2YS
GBC for welcoming everyone who
came to my baptism. | have had a
journey with God which has never
ceased to amaze m#ly baptism
was probably the hardest day |
have been through knowing that |
would have to speak about the
places in which God has come to
me.

At the very end | was over the
moon knowing | have been
accepted by God. | was reminded Carrick

2FT D2RQa Olfef Ay3a IyR azyszy

prayed over me that | will bring God to the poor. | have kept this in my
heart. | would like to ask for continued prayer but also encourage
people to speak about the way God has spoken to them. | would like to
thank the whole group of Generation Risiog their support even

though they did noknow what | had gone through.

| am a shy boy and am often cast to the outside by groups but they
have made an effort to include me. Going forward in 2017 | would like
to say that | can't wait for the times we wélpend together. He has

many things planned for people in the congregation. | am looking
forward to a fun experience at The Mix and Soul Survivor with a time to
YF1TS ySoCamiakSyRa®Q



WHOLELIFEDISCIPLESHIP

Joe Wartorour Discipleship Pastofrites here about some of
the initiatives he has been involved in at GBC during 2016.

GBC Survey

The Great GBC Sunggve us all the opportunity to reflect on how we
are doing with God, churelife, and our lives outside of church.
whopping 138 peopleesponded and the results were massively
encouragingThere is much to celebrate indeed for God is clearly at
work among usln the face of many challenges (stress, tiredness, less
than optimal mental & physical health, wrestles with God, to name just
a few), many of us have: continued to seek God in prayer and Bible
reading; been a source of comfort and encouragement to those in our
small groups, prayer groups and the wider church; made a difference
08 @P2ftdzyiSSNAyYy3I Ay O2dzyitodaad o1 &
Kingdom influence in our families and workpladesaise God for all

that he is doing in us and through us!

As well as giving us many reasons to celebrate, the survey has helped
to identify some of the areas where we want to grow and make further
progressFeeding nicely into ourisionfor this year it has revealed
GKFG ¢S ySSR (2 1y26 Y2NB |yR Y2
FYR FFFANNIGAZ2YT (2 O2yGAydzS G2
Spirit; and to keep exploring what it means for age effective

disciples of Jesus in the places where we spend our time during the
week.The results of the survey will help to shape what happens for
months and years to come.

Sectors

In the first oftwo Sectors Services held in 2016, Andrew Shefforfl, Cli
Broadhurst and Mark Jordan shared their passionritegrity and
excellence, antheir desire to make Jesus known within the world of
finance.Then with Jane Fasham, John Stevens and Rosemary Steen on



the panel, we learnt about what retirement can lolike for a
Christian.These were great opportunities to reflect on what God thinks
about these areas of life, what challenges we face here, and how we
can love God and others in these settings. There were a few laughs too,
especially when Jane revealecatmow shelig getting old2sheand

Andrew are only able to cycl80-60 miles in a d&@And John let us in

2y I fAGGES ASONBGY alLl2dzasSa | NBy
as we might expect!

Hyphen

The transition from youth to fulblown adulthood is tricky in all sorts of
ways, especially with regards to our faitkiter their sabbatical, John

and Karen launched Hyphen: a monthly evening service specifically for
those of us aged 180(ish).Not only has this been a great time for the
yourd | Rdzf Ga G2 3Sa4d 42 (y29 2yS Iy
explore what difference our Christian faith can make in our times.

Beyond the Walls

From schocehge to retirement,

from poetry to parenthood, from
tennis to technology, from
pharmaceuticals to farms, from
Waitrose to wedlock, 16 GBC
regulars bravely shared on camera
what they do during the week and Phil

how God is making a difference in

their daily livesA special mention must go to Beca Hamilton for her
patience and creativityiS RA G Ay 3 | yR dzLJ 2} RAY 3
not seen them yet, visit godmanchesterbaptist.org/beyondthewalls.

Bible Snacks
LiQa AYLRNIFIyd GKFEG 6S it O2yyS
Scripture on a regular basRecognising that carving out tinbe do



GKA&a 0ST2NB ¢S adl NI 2dz2NJ RFé&a Aa
SnacksThese are audibased short reflections on a Bible passage that
help us to connect with God and think about how we can walk with
him throughout the dayThe first two series)@lore what it means to
have Jesus involved in our daily lives and the ways in which God
enables us to growl o listen or download, visit
godmanchesterbaptist.org/biblesnacks

PARISHNURSING

Laurel Fennell, our Parish Nurseyrites: As | look back over the

last twelve months | am very conscious of the Lord's leading and
guiding in so many different waylshave been privileged to have

shared communion in members' homes on a number of different
occasions and these visits have provided special times fovalvied.|
have undertaken many home visits, but have often come away feeling
very blessed and uplifted from the contattontinue to work mainly
term time but have changed to working two mornings instead of one
longer day in the hope of seeing more peapl

During the year | ran the New ID coursecourse dealing with our
relationship with foodagain which gave lots of "food for thought."
also attended bspital appointments with a number of different
people, liaised with GP's, District Nurses &wital Workers and made
plans to fom an MS Support Group which has since started on the
fourth Friday in the monthl have also been involved in arranging and
staffing night sits.

On one occasion | was able to have a telephone consultation with a
local GP with avoided the necessity of a home visit and | was able to
collect a prescription from Cliffords and take it to the patient, hopefully
making the service more efficierithave had numerous conversations
both on Sundays and during the week relating tolteassues.



The Pastoral Care Team metdgnightly and | havealso started to
meet with thestaff teamregularly b share astoral concerns, which
has helped us to work more efftivelyas a teaml have attended the
annual Parish Nursing UK Symposiuniciiprovides both an
opportunity to meet and network with other Parish Nurses but also to
attend training sessions, so meeting theuhsing andMlidwifery Gouncil
professional requirementsAs an Eastern Region we also meet termly
for support and to share &hs.In accordance witlthe Parish

NursingUK guidelines | have monthlirecalsupervision and also
spiritual sipervision and | am very grateful to those who give up their
time to help me and to support the work within Godmanchester.

PRAYER

Prayer sirrounds everything we do, but from time to time we set aside
specific times for concentrated prayencluding some prayer walks
around our community

We have people coming forward for prayer most weagksur Sunday
serviceslt is so exciting to see vaih God is doing and what it is thae

wants to do amongst our GBC famiar the Prayer Teaihis such a
privilege to pray with others/Ve wait on God to hear his voice about
situations thathe wants people to come forward abouPeople are
oftenexcittR &l @Ay 3 G¢KIFG 62NR ¢4l a F2NJ
RATFSNBYG srea yR 6S 5h 0StAS@S
gK2 KI @S SIENBER fSi KAY KSI NWE
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KINDNESS

peace

Prayer Team

We long to hear how God has answered pray&r&BC member

writes:

Wi F¥Sg ¢SS 4a | 8afltotomdiBrd@arddopray&R U 2
had just had ax-ray and had been diagnosed witkteoarthritis.l had
already prayed myself. On Sunday John gave a word that someone had
trouble in the lower back, left sidefelt Goda | @ A y 3 WJchiy S  dz
KIFIR alFAR NAIKIG aARS L LINPoloté g
so specific | went upwas in so much pain and that pain eased that

very day after going forward for praydrstill have aches but not THAT
pain.Ever sige | have been so thankful and would definitely go up for
LIN: @SNJ 3L AYydQ

If you would like to join our prayer team please have a word with one
of us.Lies/

TESTIMONY

Wast year proved to be the most difficult we have ever had to face.
MRIscan for a long standing problem with tinnitus threw up an

incidental finding of abnormal brain tissue! The initial diagnosis of a TIA
OOSNE avYlff &aAGNR1S0O ¢6Fa GKSYy NBLJ



i dzY 2 TzdEXvibe was to
remove it as this would lead to
the best outcome and could be
the only way to ensure a firm
diagnosis.

Understandablyhe thought of
neurosurgery was frightening
especially with two young

children to consider. However

the surgery went aheadn25
Wdzt & FyR Al O2dzZ RyQi KIF@S 3I2yS Y
aSSYSR (2 O2yFTANXY (KS &adzZNBES2y Qa
NBEO2OSNE FTNRY GKS 2 LISNIAf &f the'thir@e dzt
that we had been warned of frominfédc2 y 2 aSAT dzZNB &

Helen, Richard, Katie and Georgt

In November we went for a further scan and the results of the final
histology, and this is where the miracle we had been praying for took
L I OS® ¢KS ySdzNRPadzZNEHS2y G2t R dza
happened and that the histogy showed a growth rate which was
normal and there was no mutation showirtge said that none of his
colleagues could explain it but their conclusion was that it was
WLINR Ol 0f & Yleadlso said ihatzveRhdzMdnodr his colleagues
had ever come@oss this before and that they could not really explain
it! There will be another scan in Ad17and then hopefully cheek

ups will become yearly.

Throughout this whole year we have been really blessed byGaaf.

spoke to us in so many different wakpsat it would be impossible to

write them all down here. There are, however, two key verses that
sustained us through so many difficult montAsthe beginning of this
22d2NySeé | @SNBRS | LIWSIFNBR 2y whiOK
openedithontdd Y20 At S T NP YButtGidisholedimgreyy &
to him and not to him only but also to meso that | would not have



griefupongrieXK ®Q ¢ KA A& &l & LI NI AOdz I NI &
O2YAyYy3a (2 G4SN¥Ya 6A0GK (GKS Ha@jésty 2 F
months apart from each other. Another verse which we were given was
FNRY WSNBYAIFK HpE WL KIFI@S AOG Fff
y20 FolyR2y &2dz LXIya 02wedsk@S &
that God made it very clear thaetad got our backs on this one and

that we needed to trust him. This is obviously easier said than done but
our faith grew immensely during this time as we learnt to lean on God
moreandmore2 S OFy Qi o6S OSNIIFAY 2F 46KI
can have hsolute certainty of our eternal future with God.

We have been overwhelmed by the love and support given to us and
the children throughout the past year. Our ovigling concern has

always been for the children and thankfully they still seem very
unaware d the severity of the operatiotn fact they just talk about it

4 WgKSY adzYYé KIF R | yWeadpiSdide iow2 y
sensitive people have been with the children to ensure that they remain
protected.

We feel so blessed to be part of the chuianily at GBC and are so
grateful to so many people who were praying for us, some who we
hardly knew. Friends and family helped with the children when we had
hospital appointments to attend, and lots of lovely people cooked
delicious meals for us. We wikver be able to thank you all enough for
what you have done for us. Thank yo/chard and Helen

MALLGROUPS

We continue to work out our vision of being a small group community
AY Yryeée gl &a gAGK LIS2LX S Wi20Ay3
together¢ whether that is in a prayer triplet, a team working together

in many of our services, activities and events, or a small group.

Small groups are the key to our pastoral care for one anotDar.
fifteen small groups meet for caring, sharing, praying, stuglyi



worshipping and reaching out. They are a great place to form good
accountable supportive relationships.

We launched our first missional community focussed on families

O2yySOGSR G2 {4 'yySQa {OKz22f ®
Hyphen, for 1880s, met on a Sunday evening durir@i @ and from it
a new small group emerged.

WhdzNJ aYlFff 3INRdzZLI KIF& 0S5
a few months, following most of us starting at

GBC at the end of 2015 and forming friendships

as newbies of a similar agé¥e have quickly
becomeaOf 24S 1 yAl 3IANRAzZLIZ 3
happening in our lives and supporting one
another2 SQNB | f a2 asSd G2 N
three babies arriving between February and
June2017

Liz and Martin

It has been great doing the Bible studies as a
ANRdzLI a AGQa NIZ2LIS2LBARS Qid2  LK2SA yNJ 32 (2
interpretations and gain a new insight. Q&4 ' f 42 62y RS NJ

GKSNBQa | Lk22f 2F LIS2LX S LN} éAy3
Fd ¢62N)] FyagSNRg3I GKSaS LINF&SNaRO®

W{YFEEf ANRAzLI A& A YLI2 Ndalrelaxed viagto Y S
get to know people. It is a safe place to open up and ensures that you
ailre O2yySOGSRJaSS/ R | O02dzyil of S»Q
If you would like to join a Small Group in 2017, please contact Ruth
Blakey



WOMENSMINISTRY

We seek tocome together to be encouraged, built up and empowered
to become what God wants us to be as the women of the Church
explore and fulfil our individual and collective commissions within our
church and the wider communityxave healthy minds, healthy bodies
and healthy spiritual livesaddress the issues pertinent to women and

to provide another expression of Church, loving God, loving each other
and making disciples in our community

So in 2016 we havéad the
opportunity toworship and learn
alongside other woren at a New
Wine Conference dagpent time ke
AKINAY3 tAFSQa 228
whilst enjoying coffee and meals e
together, joined with others to have
fun scrapbooking and completing a 3§
Christmas Challenge involving all of
our sensesraised money for a local
lady in need of help andupport
through a Keep Fit everdddressed
0KS A&aadsS 27 W/ KL
¢ K2dzZAKGaQ RdzNR Y3 . ,
connected with otherchurches Brenda, Lynn and Rachel
locally and around the world praying

for the womenof Cubataken time out with God during our Retreat
RFe G2 O2YyaARSNI gKIFG AG YSFya G2

Thank you SO much to all of the people who have made this possible
and we look forward to what God has for us in 20D&//a



MENSMINISTRY

In February 2016 a group of us attended a weekend away with another
group called Cutting EdgEric Delve spoke on Echoes in Eternitsing
scripture alongside eerpts from popular films, he spoke on the

themes ofmen being Prophets, Priests, Kings and \fdasr An

excellent weekendIn June another group of us went to The Gathering
#TG16prganised by Christian VisioorfMen.One member of the

group was able to bring his not yet believing nephew alofgd in July

we had our annual summer barbecue and mea@ot food poisoning

due to Mark's BBQ fork thermometer!

Look out for details of moreventsin 2017'Mark

SENIORMINISTRY
TUESDAY® 10

Instead of Holiday at Home for a week at the end of July, a programme
of activities was arranged on Tuesdays during the Summer holiday
period called Tuesdays@10. Each morning started with a number of
table quizzes together with a cup of tea or coffee foial by a main
activity for the day. These were different each week and included table
games, craft activities and musical entertainment. Some days we were
led in some gentle exercises to music, listened to stories and anecdotes
and each time a different gaker gave a Thought for the Day. Three of
the Tuesdays concluded with a light lunch and two took the form of a
Coffee Morning. One Tuesday we met at Island Hall and owing to the
unseasonal weather were kindly invited inside the house instead of
spending he morning under a marquee and gazebos outside. Although
we were not able to explore the gardens, this did not dampen the
spirits of those who were there. About 30 came each week to enjoy the
variety of activities and spend time togethdPhiljp and Jenny



LUNCHCLUB

During 2016 Lunch Club provided an opportunity for elderly folk from
church and community to meet up on Tuesday lunchtimes for a good
chat over a freshly prepared hot meal. However, circumstances have
meant that it has now had to come to an enthe highlight of the year
and the final event was the Christmas Lunch, at which there was an
FtyY2ad mnmx: GGSYRIFYOSs LJ dza KSf
2L NldzyAaGe G2 alre | oA3 aldKIFy]
to its success over thyears.

Since January 2017 there has been a new opportunity for folk to meet
dzLJ F2NJ I OKI G 2y ¢dzSaRlFe&a |G 2dzN
(10.30 to 12.30 during school term time). We hope that this new

venture will continue to meet the need foriénds from church and
community to have somewhere to meet. And for those who come we
can guarantee some good coffee (or other hot drink) together with a
selection of cakes, toasted teacakes and other treats.

Tony and Rita



BIBLESTUDYGROUP

Most Tuesdaynornings during term time, a group of us met to explore
the Bible together before Lunch Club. Over the course of the year we
studied the life of Abraham and then followed the story of the early
church, including the adventures of the Paul the apostle nigay what

it meant to have a faith in God in many different circumstances. There
is always a lively discussion with opportunity for questions, sharing our
own experiences and praying for each other.

Philip and Jenny

SHELTERACCOMMODATION

Many of those whb attend Tuesdays @ 10, Lunch Club, the new
Tuesday Treat coffee mornings and our Songs of Praise congregation
live in the various sheltered accommodation settings in
Godmanchester. It was good to be able to make our annual visit to
those settings on somevenings in December and share carol singing,
the Christmas message and some festive refreshments with the
residents.

There is also an afternoon service on the second Sunday of each month
at McCartney House.



(HILDRENYOUTH ANIFAMILYMINISTRY

Daniel/ Be& e t t , our Yout h ,arieghbod h 7
an exciting 2016.

We have 4 main age groups whichwe ...
OFGSNJ F2NJ gAGKAY
youth ministry: 0-5, 511, 1314 and
1518

On a Sunday morning we continue to
have lots of amazing volunteers
ing2t SR Ay 2dz2NJ OKA®
Creche, Little Stars and Kids Kingdom.
Each Sunday between 4D children

go to various rooms around the building to worship and learn together.
In 2016 we looked at some people from the Old Testament such as
Jeremiah andaniel and we learnt about how we can trust God in our
everyday living. We try to do this in a fun and engaging way.

The older teenagers meet on a Sunday morningumace(11-14s)
and at their own congregatiorizeneration Risingon a Sunday evening
(15s+)

We had three residentials in 20X6across the age groups.

LY CSONMHzZE NE>X 6S KIR | ORRhefloumdBey Qa
looking at the life of Moses. We looked at the physical journey he

made out of Egypt and the journey of faith.large group went t&oul
Survivorin Stafford in Julyin October, we took a group obyng

people in school yearsg® away for the weekend thetton Hallin

Norfolk, with CROPS. They had a great time, being challenged to live an
exciting life of faithg and they also had great fun on the go karts!

W[ SGdz2y 1ttt ¢Fa ANBFGEZT GKSNB 41
during our free time. The most exhilarating thing that happened was



when Daniel had to climb a tree. There was als&ayting, wide

games andots of other fun opportunitieddowever, lots of serious
activities also took place, involving Bible studies and half hour hold. By
the end of the week we had all learnt something new and met someone
y S slomen

Macedonia Mission Tripast summer,

13 of us young people (and some older
ones too) went to Macedonia on a
missions trip. It was an incredibly

powerful experience in which we saw

God move through us to impact the
people living there. We went for two
weeks doing all manner otdvities,

such as painting houses, doing outreach
in the local community and delivering

food packages. We saw fireand the
poverty of the people living in the mountaiisvzing in one room, using

the sunlight as an oven, the place swarming with flgag. we were also
FofS 42 YIFI1S RAFTFSNByOSa G2 20KS
disabled but cannot fit her wheelchair in her house. Thanks to a
donation from GBC after we left, she can now afford a helper to clean
her house and help her up when
she fals. This was such an
amazing yet challenging
experience, not because of the [

warm feeling you get after doing 4 ‘\:4“:‘“:
hard work or something good, but B ADNON
because of what this means to v | i
them. All they can offer is their
gratitude, love, friendship
(normally expressed thugh
Turkish coffee) and amazement

Katie and Lizzie




that we would step out of our comfortable, English lives to come to a
country that hardly anyone has heard of, to guide them in how to lead
their youth, to support them in simple, community outreach and to
showthemthaD2 RQa f 2@3S AUNBIOKSa | ONER 2
borders- both physical and metaphoricat Yy R f S| @gSa y2 2
Katie

The SummeHoliday Clubin August was very successful again with lots
of children and families getting involved. This year it wagevr in-
house- ourjourney.org.uk.

During 2016 | have continued to have contact with bptimary

schoolsin Godmanchester. | have done assemblies at both schools
talking about lots of things such as: how God sees what we are on the
AYaARS |y g uichSull olivérd apuztance, and the
importance of being a friend like Ruth was to Naomi.

In{ & ! yy S Ohave dode2ehyer stations sessions. This is a
national initiative where a class at a time spends an hour at different
stations reflectingon who they are and what they believe and praying
if they want to. The school has been really appreciative of these.

At the Community school have done a few lessons includighat

happens when | di€ &dW 4y is the Bible so importanf¥hese are

grea opportunities as the curriculum requires the students to talk to
WNBSFf /KNAaAGALFYyaQ FyR G2 3Si WiK
students are encouraged to ask questions in these lessons so | am
41 SR { ©dygakEink EshoulGread thehBo £ S KNbatisy R W
GKS 06Sad oAl 2F o6SAy3a | [ KNRaAGALI
| continue to lead theChristian Union at Hinchingbrooksechool and

do assemblies once a term.



Messy Churcimet once a month during 2016 with lots of families
getting involved and learning about Chiasity in creative ways. For
example:

1 trying to lift sand bags which
are heavy and then using a
pulley system to make it
easierc to illustrate that
prayer makes life easier

1 putting vitamin C tablets into
water and watching them
dissolve like our worriedo
when we ask God to help

1 trying out a maze where you can only turn righds a reminder
that with God we go the right way.

Wednesday morningsittiefoot Club 'The best group for miles around'

'| came because | heard how good it'We love it herg 'My friend

said | must come'My child can't wait to get here, there's so much to
do'. Just a few recent comments from Parents and Carers about
Littlefoot. We've been particularly busy recently with over 150 families
registered with us and at least T@milies attendingeach week. It's

been great to welcome many new
families, loads of new babies and even
folk whose children are now at school
but still drop in for a chat. A number
are now attending Messy Church and
several have discovered Jesus for
themselves. If you are free on a
Wednesday morningplease come in
and see what goes on! We could really
do with more people to chat and get alongside the very wonderful
people who come. We thank all our families for being friendly, kind and




inclusive and we tank all of our volunteers for their inspiring
commitment, creativity and hard work to make Littlefoot a higrdyed
and much appreciated community resourcBhe Littlefoot Team
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continues b meet with lots of fun. Each week we have games and
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Friday eveningBriday Night Projecfor those in year 7+. FNP has had a
great year with lots of young people attending and we have received
two grarts for the ongoing work: £2,000 from the Crime
Commissioner and £1,000 from Cambridge County Council.

During 2016 we saw a lot of our young people spread their wings and
set off for University, Bible College and ministry overseas! We miss
them but thankGod for his leading in their lives.

WORLCMISSION

We held a World Mission Sunday in June welcorMagf from
Frontiers who helped us understand better the issue of Christian
mission in the context of radical Islam.

We have shared financially and prayeryulhrough the year in the
work of

AngloIndian Concernn Chennai, India;

Cambodia Actiorg supporting the disadvantaged in Cambodia;
Kathryn Thompsorworking at Rehoboth to provide educational
support;

Mission Directworking around the world;
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W was my first time in India, and the immediate sensation on arrival
was as expected, but even moregswolour, noise, crowds, heat, smells,



cows everywheregrazy driving, beauty, awful poverty all mixed up
together.We were a team who went to contribute practically to a
refurbishment project on a dilapidated, totally unfit for purpose,
Christian hospital serving the very poorest in society who are unable to
pay for their medical care.

My abiding memory is of the
devotion of the doctors and
nurses who work there, choosing
a sacrificial life of service over
financial reward and worldly
success, and earning just 20% of
what they could be paid in the
government hospitalsAs we
travelled in an ancient ambulance Dorne

into the villages alongside these people in their palliative care outreach
work their gentleness and compassion touched me de€uig.

particular memory of grinding up the morphine with a pesihel

mortar to mix with water and spoon feed to the patients contrasts so
strongly with our high tech western experience of medical ¢aveas

like being in a different world and on coming home | experienced
significant reverse culture shodkhink it ras caused me to be more
reflective about how | live life and express my fdithope we were able

to bring encouragement to those we met as they continue to be the
hands and feet of Jesus in that plaBeing there was a real privilege;
LQY K2 LJagk®n thiextafehm i Octob2d17.QDorne

REHOBOTKHILDREHOMES INTHEPHILIPPINES

2016 was a particularly special year for Rehoboth as it was the 35
anniversary of the founding of the home in 1981 by Connie Andrews
and her late husband Vernomhe Home in the Philippines celebrated
this anniversary in October and a party from the UK were privileged to
be able to join them. Connie and Rosemary recount their experiences.



...........

Team from the UK
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smaller typhoon visited just to the north of our area in central Luzon.
Life out there frequently borders on the hazardous. Praise God that we
arrived without incident. During our time there, we travelled to a
settlement on a river where a fegf our families live. The devastation
was remarkable. The road was badly damaged and several structures
had been washed away by the river.

The anniversary weekend was outstanding from start to finish. It began
for me when a young woman who had grown up at the Home came to
see me on the balcony of Girls' House. The celebration was held in a
large hall at Tarlac Agricultural University wherensoof our young

people are studying. About 200 people joined us and several, including
the mayor of our market town gave encouraging messages from the
stage. The young people sang special songs and performed dances
which they had been practising for weese of the highlights of



course was the return of a number of past residents, for example,
Joffrey who is a social worker and Alfredo who studied nursing and was
the first of the Aitas Tribe to gain a university dege&fer church on

the Sunday there waa lunch with the alumni, a wonderful event
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with the children and staff. We led Bible activities and did a number of
craft activities. We also played games and reachwlite children.

Kathryn Thompson,
who works as a full
time volunteer, had
organised a varied
programme for us. This
included atripto a
beach resort with all
the children, it was a
great place to relax and
to cool off in the sea.
We also went ot in
smaller groups to visit
a2YS 2F (KS OKAfRNBYyQa K2YSa | yR
Camiling. The children were very responsive and loved having us there
and they and the staff made us feel very welcome.

Kathryn

The most memorable thing for me was megtup with the children
and their families that | sponsor. You pray for them and write to each
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COMMUNITY

STENTENDRE

Godmanchester is twinned with the town of
Szentendren Hungary and over recent years
GBC have built up a great relationship with
the Baptist church in Szentendre, with groups
visiting each otherOur latest visit was in
February 2016.
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to fly to Budapest where weere met by
some of our hosts from Szentendre Baptist
Church.

Cheryl and Delia

On the way to Zntendre we stopped at Korosi High School which is a
Baptist operated schodWe were split into two groups and joined two
classes wherwe talked with thestudents.Their English was definitely
better than our HungarianBefore leaving we had aoRerPoint
presentation by the school chaplain.

The Szentendre Grouat the Town Hall



